
Years 5 & 6 - 2 ½  hours per week  
 
A regular weekly schedule with continued emphasis on 
literacy and numeracy will include quick recall of 
multiplication facts, if not already secure. Homework may 
also range widely over the curriculum and include extended 
reading time. 
 
Daily reading forms the backbone of much of this time.  On 
days when the homework is something other than reading, 
children are encouraged in addition, to read - on their own or 
with others  - as an extra activity. 
 
Special Education Needs  
 
Some of the children working with Mrs Wynn have ‘My 
Plans.’  These are educational plans written for individual 
children to meet their learning needs. 
 
They include suggested activities to support your child. 
 
As part of a ‘My Plan’ children may be given extra 
reinforcement activities to complete at home.  These may 
include spellings, learning words, maths skills. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8 
 
Updated: 2016-12-10 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Parents often raise the question of homework.   It is 
sometimes argued that there is a strong link between 
successful schools and those, which make good use of 
homework.  The Government has published guidelines to 
help schools make effective use of homework. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Planned carefully, we believe homework can be an enjoyable 
and worthwhile activity, which allows parents to play an 
important role in their child’s education; helping them to 
REACH for their dreams and goals. 
 
In this pamphlet we set out our policy on homework.  The 
school would welcome comments and suggestions from 
parents on how it might be improved. 
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Why Homework? 
 
We expect the lion’s share of schoolwork to take place in 
school.  Leisure and playtime is extremely important to young 
children and we have no wish to extend the school day.  
However, there are good reasons for asking children to 
undertake a little work at home. 
  
 
Parents, Children and Staff Working Together 
 
Homework can be an enjoyable way for parents to become 
actively involved in their child’s education.  Most homework is 
designed for sharing with parents or other members of the 
family.  Parents already use this approach in helping their 
child to read by sharing books and stories together.  Many 
other sorts of homework can be shared equally well – 
exploring pattern in multiplication tables, carrying out a maths 
investigation or visiting the local library to find out more on a 
history project.  Dads and Mums can play an equal role in 
this sharing and it’s a good way for parents and school to 
work closely together. 
 
 
Using Home to Explore the World 
 
Home offers a wide scope for learning which school cannot 
provide.  Parents, grandparents, brothers and sisters can all 
be questioned.  The house can be used to explore a whole 
range of topics – finding common shapes, surveying 
breakfast cereals, etc. 
 
 
 
 
2 
 

How Much Time Should it Take Up? 
 
We share wide parental concern that homework should not 
take up too much time.  Indeed, the precise amount of time 
spent is less important than the quality of the tasks set. 
 
However, we believe it is useful to provide parents, children 
and staff with a broad view of the amount of time homework 
should take for each year group. 
 
If children have a serious go at their homework but find they 
just cannot do it, they should have no fear about explaining 
this to their teacher who will offer help. 
  
 
Recommended time allocation for homework 
 
Reception   
 
Daily reading, key word practise and phonic practise, name, 
letter and number writing. 
 
Years 1 & 2  - 1 hour per week  (building up in Year 2) 
 
Daily reading, spellings, other literacy work and number 
work.  For Year 2 this would include learning quick recall of 
multiplication tables. 

 
Years 3 & 4  - 1½ hours per week 
 
Daily reading, literacy and numeracy, (in particular an 
expectation to learn quick recall of multiplication tables) as 
for Years 1 and 2, with occasional assignments in other 
subjects. 
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Making sure of new skills 
 
Children need to learn a whole range of facts and figures and 
new skills during their primary years.  Multiplication tables 
and common families of spelling are obvious examples.  
Although we cover these in school, further work at home on 
these key areas of knowledge really does help.  Young 
children have minds like sponges and can soak up facts 
almost overnight, given the right encouragement. 
  
 
Time to concentrate 
 
Tasks can often be more easily completed and ideas 
reflected upon in the quiet of home.  Handwriting skills can 
be sharpened for instance, or a poem learnt by heart. 
 
 
Learning to Study independently 
 
As children get older, homework helps them to develop the 
confidence and self-discipline needed to study on their own. 
 
Your views on homework may well have been coloured by 
your memories of secondary school, working alone at home 
to finish tasks.  Much of primary school homework is not like 
this, it’s about sharing, helping and encouraging and for this 
we need your support.  However, we do owe it to our older 
children to prepare them for secondary school, therefore we 
do introduce some work which is designed to be done alone 
in the later years. 
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How Can Parents Help? 
 
Here are some basic pointers: 
 

 Try to provide a peaceful, suitable place in which to work.  
It is not possible to concentrate with background noise 
from the television. 

 Give homework a high status.  Make it clear that you as 
a parent really think it’s important. 

 Be on hand to listen, to encourage and to praise. 

 Support joint homework activities with enthusiasm.  If you 
are enjoying the challenge then there is every chance 
your child will too. 

 Make sure that all work is returned on time so that it can 
be marked / feedback given. 

 
 
How the School supports Homework 
 
The School tries to make homework arrangements as easy 
as possible for parents and children to understand.   
 
We undertake to: 
 

 Provide clear instructions with any task your child brings 
home. 

 Provide a schedule of when work is to be completed. 

 Mark the work and give feedback to children as promptly 
as possible.  (This may be through class discussion, a 
simple test or individual comments from the teacher). 

 Listen to parental concern about any aspect of 
homework and take action if necessary. 

 Provide you with a summary of curriculum topics  we 
intend to cover each term. 
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What sort of Homework will my child receive? 
 
 
Younger children 
 
For infants most homework will centre on reading, asking 
parents to listen to their child read and share a book 
together.  “Homework” at this stage is asking Mum or Dad to 
share an enjoyable activity with their child.  As they get used 
to school the range of activities begins to grow: 
 

 Daily reading with your child. 

 Learning different letter shapes and sounds. 

  Worksheets linked to the week’s work. 

 Simple maths and word games. 

 Learning number facts, by heart, for example pairs of 
numbers to 10,20 and so on;  doubles and halves of 
numbers;  simple multiplication tables, etc. 

 Handwriting / spelling sheet. 

 Investigations to explore aspects of project work – 
School in Granny’s day, toys, pets, etc. 

 
These are all meant to be short activities, in which the child 
talks about what he or she is learning in a supportive 
atmosphere. 
 
 
Year Two 
 
In year two the pace quickens as children take on many of 
the skills they will need as juniors.  As a result there is more 
homework in this year.   
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Older Children 
 

Homework in the junior years, builds on the idea of parents and  
child working together, but also provides an opportunity to  
develop these skills of independent learning. By the time  
children reach Year 6 the programme will include a wide range  
of tasks with a weekly timetable for homework.  For juniors,  
homework will continue to include reading regularly to an adult  
but may also include: 
 

 Shared reading. 

 Daily personal reading (at least 20 minutes each day). 

 A home-reading diary. 

 Spelling list. 

 Word games. 

 Passages and poems learnt by heart. 

 Finding out information. 

 Handwriting exercises. 

 Mathematical investigations. 

 Mental arithmetic skills. 

 Writing tasks such as finishing stories. 

 Writing up science investigations. 

 Preparing oral presentations. 

 Research and reading in preparation for lesson. 
 

Often as children move into the juniors they become more 
independent with their reading however, research has shown that 
having stories read to them helps children to enrich their language 
development and writing. Therefore, continuing to share stories 
with your child is equally important. 
 

As a school we try to make sure that children do not spend too 
much time ‘finishing off’ written work begun in class.  This can 
often place too heavy a burden on some pupils and not enough on 
others. 
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