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The aim of this policy is to provide an overview of how we translate the aims of the school into the 
curriculum.   The school recognises the importance of the statutory National Curriculum in securing 
an entitlement for all pupils, but sees the curriculum in wider terms.  Therefore, embracing all that 
is learnt in school, whether in lessons or part of the informal learning within and beyond the school 
day. 
 
 

Our School Aims 
 
Our School Aims set out our belief that learning should be rewarding, creative and fun. We are all 
working to build a safe, secure and happy community where everyone is able to shine. To realise 
our vision we will: 
 
 Encourage potential, nurture talent and celebrate achievement. 
 Develop the skills and confidence needed for future success. 
 Provide challenging, engaging and inclusive teaching in a purposeful learning environment. 
 Foster respect, responsibility and self-reliance and apply these qualities in our daily lives.  
 Develop self-esteem and healthy choices. 
 Support happy friendships and positive relationships. 
 Appreciate and become active participants in our local community and the wider world. 
 
To achieve these goals the school aims to: 
 
 Provide our children with a healthy, secure and happy place to learn. 
 Develop positive self-esteem for all. 
 Provide them with the skills needed to succeed in the future and a chance to practise these in 

their work. 
 Show them the importance of key values such as respect and responsibility. 
 Help our children to know and appreciate their local community. 
 Make learning fun. 
 Raise further already high standards of achievement. 
 
Our curriculum will be enhanced by: 

 

 
Respect:  We respect ourselves, others, work and property 
 
Effort:   We take responsibility to participate and to try our very best 

 
Achieve:  We work hard to achieve our goal 
 
Challenge:  We look for ways to improve and get even better 
 
High Five: We celebrate success 
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Interpreting these aims through the Curriculum 
 
Our curriculum review has identified a skills-led curriculum as meeting the needs of learners more 
effectively, alongside a body of core content that provides a basis for further learning. We believe 
there are a number of key aspects in curriculum planning: 
 
 A thematic curriculum allowing skills to be taught in context and creating links between 

associated concepts, skills and understanding. 
 Core learning skills - not led by content that will date and lose relevance. 
 Core life skills - creating happy, secure, resilient, lifelong learners with the ability to cope in 

changing contexts. 
 Teaching transferable skills. 
 Teaching to our strengths - bringing our own excitement and enthusiasm to the class. 
 A flexible timetable allowing blocked work and giving children time to complete tasks, refine 

and take care with their work. “A single piece of quality is worth a thousand pieces of 
mediocrity.” 

 A practical, experiential approach, engaging more learners in meaningful tasks. 
 Making the most of our locality and both indoor and outdoor environment - an invaluable 

resource, central to cross-curricular learning. 
 
To achieve these goals, the curriculum should be: 
 
 Broad - providing experience to produce well-rounded young people;  
 Balanced- recognising the need to reflect different priorities at different times; 
 Coherent - ensuring the sum is greater than the parts; 
 Differentiated - personalised learning to maximise access and participation; 
 Monitored & Evaluated - supporting and encouraging high standards of development. 
 
 

Taught Elements 
 
The Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage (from August 2012) sets out seven statutory 
areas for learning and development. 
 
Prime Areas 
 
 Communication and Language. 
 Physical Development. 
 Personal, Social and Emotional Development. 
 
Specific areas 
 
 Literacy. 
 Mathematics. 
 Understanding the World. 
 Expressive Arts and Design. 
 
In addition to the prime & specific areas - three characteristics of learning, play a central role in the 
planning and assessment of our curriculum, thus placing equal emphasis on pupils’ engagement, 
motivation and thinking. 
 
These three characteristics are Playing & Exploring, Active Learning and Creating & Thinking 
Critically. 
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Pupils in Key stages 1 & 2 follow the National Curriculum 2014. 
 
Subjects with statutory programmes of study:  
 
 Mathematics 
 English 
 Computing 
 Science 
 Geography 
 History 
 Art & Design 
 Music 
 Design Technology 
 P.E. 
 R.E.  
 Modern Foreign Languages (for KS2 only) 
  
Subjects with non-statutory programmes of study:  
 
 Personal, Social and Health Education, including Drugs and Sex Education. 
 Citizenship, as well as Social & Emotional Aspects of Learning.  
 
These subjects prepare our pupils for future life and help foster the qualities of self-regulation, self-
reliance, resilience and emotional literacy. Through our curriculum we also acknowledge our 
statutory responsibility to foster the fundamental British Values of: 
 
 Democracy. 
 The rule of law. 
 Individual liberty and mutual respect. 
 Tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs. 
 
Themes help prepare our pupils for life in a complex, culturally diverse and increasingly globalised 
society and the challenges posed by population growth and climate change.  These are: 
 
 Spiritual, Moral, Social, Cultural development. 
 Cultural Cohesion and Environmental Education.  
 
 

Structure 
 
We have determined that some subjects are suitable for teaching in blocked units and some 
subjects or elements require daily or regular teaching. 
 
Subjects requiring daily or regular teaching linked with thematic work: 
 
 English. 
 ICT (use of technology to enhance learning) 
 Art. 
 
Subjects suitable for blocked work: 
 
 Science. 
 Design Technology. 
 History. 
 Geography. 
 R.E. 
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Subjects or elements requiring regular teaching include, but are not limited to: 
 
 Mathematics 
 Phonic and spelling work 
 Reading (including guided reading) 
 P.E. 
 M.F.L. 
 P.S.H.E. 
 Circle Time. 
 Music (including singing). 
 
In the Foundation Stage, all teaching will normally be organised into termly thematic units. In Key 
Stages 1 and 2, teaching will normally be organised into longer thematic units based on 
geography, history, science or R.E.  Where appropriate, science or DT topics may be taught in 
shorter units. This will be varied where it supports more effective planning, teaching and learning.  
Equally, as an outdoor school, teachers will make effective use of the outdoor environment to 
enhance learning. 
 
 

Roles & Responsibilities 
 
The Teacher, will ensure that: 
 
 Planning and delivery of lessons is based on skills and core knowledge taken from a skills-

based document linked to the National Curriculum or from a selected scheme specified by 
subject coordinator (i.e. Science, P.E. and R.E.).  

 English and Maths are taught daily. 
 We allow flexibility of the timetable to allow blocking of these subjects: History, Geography, 

Science, D.T., and R.E.  
 The following subjects are being taught on a weekly basis in line with guidance on timetabling 

Computing, PE, MFL, PSHE, Circle Time. 
 Will teach Art and Music as part of a thematic approach. 
 
 
The Head Teacher, working with the teaching staff, will ensure that: 
 
 All statutory elements of the curriculum, and other subjects, which the school chooses to offer, 

including those taught off-site by other providers, reflect the aims of the school and indicate 
how the needs of individual students will be met. This will include how the subject will be taught 
and assessed, and include cross-curricular links. 

 Whole-school and year-group planning provides sufficient coverage and progression to meet 
statutory requirements, the school’s aspirations and the pupils’ entitlement. 

 The amount of time provided for teaching the curriculum is adequate and is reviewed by the 
Curriculum Committee regularly. 

 Where appropriate, the individual needs of some students are met by permanent or temporary 
disapplication from the National Curriculum. 

 The procedures for assessment meet all legal requirements and students and their 
parents/carers receive information to show how much progress the students are making and 
what is required to help them improve through informal meetings, parents evenings, mid and 
end of year reports. 

 The governing body is fully involved in decision-making processes that relate to the breadth 
and balance of the curriculum. 

 The governing body is advised on statutory targets in order to make informed decisions. 
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The Governing Body will ensure that: 
 
 It works with the Head teacher and School Improvement Partners when approving curriculum 

changes and when setting statutory and non-statutory targets. 
 Progress towards annual statutory targets is monitored. 
 It participates actively in decision-making about the breadth and balance of the curriculum. 
 
 

Arrangements for Monitoring & Evaluation 
 
The Governing Body will receive an annual report on: 
 
 Standards reached in Foundation Stage, KS1 & KS2. 
 Progress toward statutory targets. 
 Standards reached against LA and national benchmarks. 
 Achievement and progress made at the end of each key stage. 
 Evidence of the impact of national strategies on standards. 
 The nature of any parental complaints against delivery of the curriculum. 
 


