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 Welcome

A place where happy, confident children REACH for their dreams

A very warm welcome to Chalford Hill Primary School! Our school is happily situated in 
the heart of the Cotswold village of Chalford Hill, and has been an active part of the 
community for over 100 years.  We currently have around 200 children divided 
between Key Stage 1 (Infants) and Key Stage 2 (Juniors). 

If you would like to see for yourself what makes Chalford Hill School so special then 
please feel free to arrange an appointment with the school office on 01453 883123 
and I would be delighted to show you around. 

Corinne Martin - Head Teacher 

“… leaders share an uncompromising drive for excellence 
to ensure that all pupils receive the best possible education 

in a safe and nurturing environment.” 

(Ofsted January 2018)



Our School

Chalford Hill School stands on the top of 
Coppice Hill with views across the surrounding 
hills and valleys.  Our main building is Victorian, 
but inside it has been transformed to meet the 
needs of a modern school, with spacious and 
well-equipped classrooms, each with its own 
touchscreen board.  Children have access to a 
range of technology including Apple Mac 
computers, laptops and iPads available for pupils 
to use in their classrooms. 

We have just finished a fabulous building project 
to create two new classrooms, a new teaching 
room and a new state of the art kitchen.  The 
result is a great playground for the children and 
school dinners for all children.  We are very 
excited about these additions to our school. 

Our pupils also benefit from access to an 
extensive range of outdoor spaces including an 
enclosed pond area, woodland trail, garden, 
selection of playgrounds and access to the 
nearby playing field.  We are proud of our status 
as an ‘Outdoor School’ and take every 
opportunity to incorporate the benefits of being 
outdoors into our curriculum. 

“Outcomes are increasingly above average 
by the end of Year 6, preparing pupils well for 

the next stage in their education.” 

(Ofsted January 2018)
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Our Aims

At Chalford Hill we believe that learning should be rewarding, creative and fun.  We are all working 
to build a safe, secure, and happy community where everyone is able to shine. 

To realise our vision we: 

•  Encourage potential, nurture talent and celebrate achievement. 
•  Develop the skills and confidence needed for future success. 
•  Provide challenging, engaging and inclusive teaching in a purposeful learning environment. 
•  Foster respect, responsibility and self-reliance and apply these qualities to our daily lives. 
•  Develop self-esteem and healthy choices. 
•  Support happy friendships and positive relationships. 
•  Appreciate and become active participants in our local community and the wider world.
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Under the National Curriculum the primary school years are divided into 
three stages: 

The Foundation Stage is the reception year in school and is a transition 
from pre-school experiences, nursery and playgroup, into school life.  

Key Stage 1 includes pupils from 5 to 7 years old. 

Key Stage 2 includes pupils from 7 to 11 years old. 

The National Curriculum is made up of core and foundation subjects.  The 
core subjects are English, Mathematics and Science.  The foundation 
subjects are Computing, History, Geography, Modern Foreign Languages, 
Citizenship, Art, Design and Technology, Music and Physical Education 
(PE).   

The curriculum of each subject is the same for all schools in the country, 
although each school has some freedom in adapting the syllabus to its 
needs. 

Religious studies is a statutory subject.  There are two separate legal 
requirements, Collective Worship and Religious Education.  The links 
between them are acknowledged, as too are the different emphases which 
complement and supplement each other.  Skills of questioning, inquiry, 
empathy, sensitivity, thought and response are developed. 

The school governors have responsibility for making sure that the National 
Curriculum is well taught in the school.  The Head and teachers work 
closely with the governors to reach this goal. 

Children are formally assessed when they are 7 and 11, at the end of Key 
Stages 1 and 2.  This provides schools, parents and the pupils themselves 
with an idea of levels of attainment. 

The school must publish the results of pupil assessments for Key Stages 1 
and 2 each year and compare them with national results. 

We have a strong record of high academic achievement in the core 
subjects of Reading, Writing and Maths.  By the time our children leave at 
the age of 11, almost all of them have acquired the key skills necessary to 
be successful students at secondary school. 

Our last inspection in January 2018, the Office for Standards in Education 
(Ofsted) judged us to be a ‘Good’ school. 

“Across the school, pupils are able to write at length 
 in interesting and engaging ways, using a rich vocabulary,”  

(Ofsted January 2018)

The Curriculum
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We have strong links with the local playgroups and nurseries.  Our 
reception teachers will visit as many of the local nurseries and 
playgroups as possible to meet the pre-school children.  In addition, all 
the children have an opportunity to visit the school on a number of 
occasions in the summer term before arrival.   

To welcome all the new parents, an open evening is also arranged to  
introduce parents to the school.  This provides an opportunity to ask 
questions, understand routines and meet the reception team.   

Children start school on a part-time basis and increase their level of 
attendance through September and October.   Our promise is to make 
starting school as smooth and stress free as possible. 

The first year in school is an important one as children move from nursery or playgroup into school 
life.  Free and structured play is essential as the children continue to explore the world around 
them.  Learning opportunities are planned for both inside and outside the classroom.  We have 
worked hard to develop the outdoor learning area which forms an integral part of the reception 
classroom. 

A typical day will include a range of activities.  The children work towards learning goals with a 
strong emphasis on play, social skills, language, physical development and a growing 
understanding of the world.  They also work on the basic skills in numeracy or literacy.

Foundation Stage - Reception

Transition
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School is an exciting time for our six and 
seven year olds.  They are introduced to the 
National Curriculum and study a whole range 
of subjects for the first time.  For most 
children this is the time when they ‘take off’ in 
their reading, writing and understanding of 
number.  Each day is a balance between 
physical and mental activity, between 
learning skills and being creative. 

“The new approach to teaching phonics and 
spelling is enabling younger pupils to make 

rapid progress in their writing.”  

(Ofsted January 2018)

Key Stage 1 - Years 1-2

The Junior phase of school provides children 
with the opportunity to build upon their level of 
attainment. Here children learn to write 
fluently, to spell and read critically.  They learn 
how to handle numbers and mathematical 
ideas with confidence.  They are introduced to 
scientific ideas and investigation and develop 
their understanding of the potential of 
technology.  The foundation subjects provide 
a breadth of learning and opportunities for 
creativity and physical education. 

“ … pupils write at greater length with  
good standards of presentation 

 and legible handwriting.”  

(Ofsted January 2018)

Key Stage 2 - Years 3-6
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Recent studies have highlighted benefits of outdoor learning for young children as: 

• Higher levels of conversational language. 

• Greater independence. 

• Improved health and sleeping patterns. 

• Greater physical competence and agility. 

• Improved time focus on activities and more concentration. 

• A greater understanding of nature and the environment. 

• Improved social skills, involvement and initiative. 

Learning need not take place solely within educational buildings.  Exploring and making sense of 
the world around us is a crucial part of childhood that often provides the most memorable and 
meaningful learning experiences. 

Outdoor Learning
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Outdoor Learning

At Chalford Hill Primary School, we are committed to Outdoor 
Learning and are very proud that all our children enjoy 
regular curricular and cross-curricular Outdoor Learning 
opportunities within both our school grounds and our locality.  
Over recent years, we have seen for ourselves how the 
outdoor environment offers motivating, exciting, different, 
relevant and easily accessible activities for Reception 
through to Year 6.  

Opportunities for Outdoor Learning exist within and across all 
curriculum areas and help to develop personal and social 
skills, communication, problem solving, thinking skills and 
teamwork as well as English, Mathematics, Science and 
other curriculum areas.  

At Chalford Hill, we try to use the outdoors as an extension of 
the classroom, another space in which to deliver our 
curriculum.  The aim is to find the best space to bring our 
learning objectives to life, whether this be the playground to 
learn maths, the pond to discover pond life, the outdoor 
classroom to enjoy stories and circle times, the woodland to 
unearth mini-beasts, the canal and viaduct to learn about 
transport links in the past, the park to explore forces, or 
residentials to further develop personal and interpersonal 
skills.  The use of the outdoors should be meaningful and 
add to the learning.   

“Parents and carers are extremely positive about the 
work of the school.  They praise the rich and varied 

curriculum the school offers, especially the focus on 
learning outdoors.”  

(Ofsted January 2018)

A place where happy, confident children REACH for their dreams



We provide at least two hours of structured 
physical activity each week as part of our 
Healthy School promise. 

All children have the opportunity to take part 
in competitive games during our house 
competitions which take place three times a 
year.  In recent years we have enjoyed many 
inter school successes including District 
Spor ts Champions, Netba l l League 
Champions and District Football finalists.  
We have experienced equal success in tag 
rugby tournaments, orienteering festivals and 
cross-country races.

Enrichment Opportunities

Physical Activities & Sport

A wide range of extra curricular activities are provided in 
the form of lunchtime and after-school clubs.  

These clubs offer the children an opportunity to explore 
their own personal interests.  In the past year we have 
offered to our children: 

Athletics, Choir, Cricket, Football, Gardening, Hockey, 
Netball, Printing, Recorders, Rugby, Sewing and Table 
Tennis! 

We incorporate regular trips into class project work and 
every year the older children take part in a residential visit.  
Pupils also have the opportunity to participate in local 
public speaking competitions, Mock Trials and the 
Gloucestershire Wildlife Quiz. 

“Parents acknowledge the lengths  
to which staff go to provide a  

welcoming and inclusive school  
where every child is valued.”   

(Ofsted January 2018)
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At Chalford Hill we create an environment which allows children to flourish.  Creating a safe, 
challenging environment, where they can build resilience and recognise the reward of working 
towards goals.  We help them to learn from their experiences, recognise challenge and reward, 
which will allow them to move on into further education and adulthood with great life skills. 

Each week we recognise the children’s successes at our Celebration Assembly.  Our ‘REACH’ 
certificates are awarded for Respect, Effort, Achievement, Challenge  
… which result in a ‘High-Five’.

Our ‘Golden Rules’

We have a strong tradition of good behaviour at our school.  It is a tribute to our children that we all 
get on so well.  There are few written rules, but children are constantly reminded of the high 
standards of behaviour they are expected to follow.  Our rules are based on common-sense, the 
need for safety and consideration for others.  These ‘Golden Rules’ are so simple that even the 
youngest child can understand them. 

Good behaviour is rewarded in a range of ways.  At the end of each week, children who 
demonstrate exceptional super learner qualities and/or outstanding manners are celebrated in our 
REACH assembly on a Friday.

We are gentle     -   We do not hurt anybody 
We are kind and helpful   -   We do not hurt people’s feelings 
We work hard     -   We do not waste our own or other  
           people’s time 
We look after everything around us -   We do not waste or damage things 
We listen to people    -   We do not interrupt 
We are always honest   -   We do not cover up the truth

‘REACH’
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Special Educational Needs
The school recognises that around one in five of all children will need extra support at some stage 
in their school life.  Parents are encouraged to work in partnership with the school in helping to 
identify difficulties and work towards overcoming them.  Support is given through individual 
programmes of work devised by the class teacher and the SEND Co-ordinator.  These 
programmes are regularly reviewed and adapted as the child’s needs change. 

The school is well resourced for supporting these children and has developed strong links with 
outside professionals who support the work of the school.  We follow the national Code of Practice 
which encourages pupil and parent involvement at every step.  It is the school’s policy to inform 
and advise parents at the earliest stage.  All staff receive regular training on how best to support 
children with special educational needs.  The SEND information report holds lots of additional 
information and has an extensive FAQ section.  This document can be found on the school 
website.

Access for All

It is the school’s policy to welcome all children and families who wish to attend the school, 
whatever their level of disability.  Our Admissions Policy, Accessibility Plan and Disability 
Discrimination Policy all reflect this view.  The school starts with the premise that inclusion is at the 
heart of our approach to education.

We work closely with parents in all aspects of their child’s education. 

Prospective parents are welcome to visit the school to see the children working and to discuss 
their child’s needs with the Head teacher.  Appointments may be made through the school office. 

We try hard to make sure that the early days at school are happy and stress free for both parents 
and pupils.  A smooth start forms the foundation for a close working relationship between parents, 
child and school which will last through their primary journey.

Admission Arrangements

A place where happy, confident children REACH for their dreams



Working with Parents/Carers

A true partnership with parents is central to the continuing success of our 
school.  Our aim is to make ourselves as accessible and open as possible.  
We have many regular parent volunteers who listen to children read, assist 
in the woods or go on school trips or help in class.  We also have a thriving 
Parent Teacher Association and have many parents who are on the 
Governing Body. 

We keep parents informed about key events and up to date information by 
providing a regular newsletter.  This is posted on our website 
www.chalfordhill.gloucs.sch.uk and can be sent via email. 

Our website also holds important information such as term dates, previous 
newsletters, copies of letters sent out, and curriculum information as well as 
photographs of each class participating in a variety of activities. 

Formal parent-teacher consultations are held twice a year when a private 
appointment is arranged with the class teacher.  It is also possible to 
arrange informal meetings with your child’s teacher if necessary, or parents 
can chat to the teachers at the end of the school day when children are 
collected.  Parents also receive a mid-year report and end of year report.

Our school uniform consists of grey skirt/trousers, a polo shirt and navy blue sweatshirt with the 
school logo.  In summer the girls can choose to wear checked dresses and both the boys and girls 
may wear grey or black shorts.   

P.E. uniform consists of white t-shirt, plain blue/black shorts and daps for indoor work and trainers 
for outdoor use.   

Uniform is available to purchase at Bateman’s Sports in Stroud.  The PTA also provide a second-
hand uniform service.

Uniform
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Our Breakfast Club is very popular with our working parents 
and runs every day from 7.45am until the start of the school day. 
We provide a healthy breakfast, consisting of cereals, fresh fruit, 
pancakes, muffins, toast, beans and fruit juices and there is a 
range of toys and activities for the children to play with. 

We aim for a quiet and relaxed environment to prepare the 
children for the school day ahead.

Breakfast Club

After School Club

An external company has been awarded the extended school provision here at 
Chalford Hill Primary School.  The after school service provides parents with access 
to high quality, Ofsted registered provision, ensuring children keep active and have 
fun in a safe environment for years to come. 

The external company runs lots of exciting activities to keep pupils engaged, 
including arts and crafts, themed activities, team games, and of course, there will be 
time to complete homework for older children. They also have drinks and snacks 
available.  They think it’s important to ask the children what they enjoy and what 
they’d like to do, and tailor the sessions accordingly. 
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 School Lunches
Following completion of our recent building project 
which gave us a new state of the art kitchen, hot school 
lunches are available for all children.  Each term there 
is a three-week rolling menu with three daily choices 
(meat, vegetarian or jacket potato/sandwiches/soup) 
and a pudding.  Children with allergies can usually be 
catered for.  

These are government funded for children in Reception 
class, Year 1 and Year 2.  Parents can choose to 
purchase a cooked meal for Juniors (Year 3 to Year 6).   

If your child prefers to eat a packed lunch, you are 
welcome to provide that for them instead. 








Chalford Hill Primary School 
Chalford Hill 
Stroud 
Gloucestershire. GL6 8LG 

Tel: 01453 883123 
Email: admin@chalfordhill.gloucs.sch.uk 
Web: www.chalfordhill.gloucs.sch.uk 

http://www.chalfordhill.gloucs.sch.uk
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